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ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME 2009 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

INTRODUCTION 
The aims of the Criminal Justice Programme, adopted by Council Decision No 2007/126/JHA 
on 12 February 20071, (hereafter referred to as "Programme"), include promoting judicial 
cooperation based on mutual recognition and mutual confidence, promoting the compatibility 
in rules applicable in the Member States as may be necessary to improve judicial cooperation 
and to improve exchange of information. For 2009, the Commission has proposed a budget for 
this programme of € 30.4 Million. The relevant budget heading is 18.06.06. 

The annual programme covers priorities in 2009 and consists of the following parts and types 
of action: 

Part Types of actions Envisaged budget 

I. Grants  

A Action grants, i.e. co-financing of transnational and 
national projects 

€ 14.900.000 

B Operating grants to non-governmental organisations € 1.000.000 

C Action grants foreseen within framework partnerships € 3.500.000 

D Grants to bodies in monopoly situations € 4.000.000 

II. Public procurement contracts  € 7.000.000 

 Total: € 30.400.000 

 

It is envisaged that calls for proposals will be published on the European Commission's 
website around October 2008. 

EXPECTED OUTCOME 
The projects and other actions are expected to contribute to the achievement of the general as 
well as the specific objectives of the programme. The following results are expected: 

Training (Part I. A, Part I. C, Part I. D including the exchange programme) 

• Improvement of mutual trust between judicial authorities in Member States and 
contribution to the development of a European judicial culture, based on respect for the 
different legal systems and traditions of the Member States. 

• Increased knowledge amongst legal practitioners2 of EU legal instruments in the field of 
criminal justice. 

                                                 
1 OJ L 058, 24.02.2007, p.13,. 
2 As defined in Article 6 of the Council Decision of 12 February 2007 establishing for the period 2007 to 

2013, as part of the General Programme on Fundamental Rights and Justice, the Specific Programme 
‘Criminal Justice’ (2007/126/JHA), i.e., inter alia, judges, prosecutors, advocates, solicitors, ministry 
officials, court officers, bailiffs, court interpreters and other professionals involved in the work of the 
judiciary in the area of criminal law. 
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• Improvement of language skills of legal practitioners involved in cross-border cooperation. 
• Better knowledge amongst legal practitioners of other Member States' legal systems. 
• Reinforcement of cooperation between national institutions responsible for training judges 

and/or prosecutors. 
• Strengthening of the European Judicial Training Network (EJTN). 

Studies and concrete projects, and operating grants (Part I. A, B and part II.) 

• Study and improvement of judicial cooperation in criminal matters. 
• Study and exchange of best practice on aspects of legal procedures and administration of 

justice, including rights of defence and e-justice. 
• Improved evaluation of EU legal instruments in the field of criminal justice. 
• Development of networks of authorities, legal practitioners and academics. 

Supporting victims of crime (Part I. A) 

• Provision of support to victims of crime. 
• Increased representation of, and solidarity with, victims of terrorism.  

Criminal records (Part I. A and part II.) 

• Supporting projects with the aim of facilitating interconnection between national criminal 
records systems. 

e-Justice (part I. A and part II.) 

• Studies and development of e-Justice projects 

PART I: GRANTS 
A. ACTION GRANTS 
All areas identified in the “Criminal Justice” programme3 are open for proposals. However, in 
2009, the following priorities have been identified. Proposals submitted outside these 
priorities will be funded if the available budget permits. The total budget for action grants is € 
14.9 million. 

1. Judicial training (transnational projects) 

(1) Training in EU legal instruments and policies 

(2) Language training 

(3) Developing a European judicial culture 

2. Judicial training (by national training institutions) 

Judicial training offered by national judicial training institutions in coordination with the 
European Judicial Training Network (EJTN) on the subjects specified above under point 1, 
with participants from different Member States. 

                                                 
3 OJ L58 of 24.2.2007, p. 13. 



EN    EN 

3. Studies and concrete projects with the following objectives:  

(1) Improving judicial cooperation in criminal matters 

• Cooperation with and through Eurojust and the European Judicial Network (EJN) 
in criminal matters as well as direct cross border cooperation between judicial 
authorities, 

• Defence rights, including in transnational cases, 
• Using international conventions, such as the EU 2000 Convention on Mutual 

Assistance in Criminal Matters and its 2001 Protocol; 
• Cooperation between victims support organisations, 
• Supporting or improving the implementation of adopted EU instruments, in 

particular with a view to (a) networking and exchange of best practice between 
practitioners, or (b) introducing a kind of "after sales service" for national 
administrations and citizens, 

• Identification of effective measures in the area of Restorative Justice.. 

(2) Improving mutual knowledge and exchanging best practice 

Projects should be comparative studies or concrete cooperation projects based on direct 
cooperation, such as twinning (of courts, prosecution offices, bar associations or 
prison/probation administrations) and with the objective of identifying best practice and/or 
developing common projects in the following areas: 

• Administration of justice and case management, including offender assessment,  
• Restorative justice and mediation, 
• Access to justice and information on rights, 
• Translation and interpretation in criminal proceedings, 
• Evaluation by relevant professionals of specific EU instruments, 
• Prosecuting violations of international humanitarian law. 

4. Supporting victims of crime 

• to inform and support victims of crime and/or family members to recover from 
their experience, on the basis of knowledge on the situation of victims of crime, 
their need for information and support, including information on preventing 
victimisation, whether primary, secondary or repeat victimisation, by means of 
legal, social or medical and psychological support provided by organisations 
and/or their networks; and/or 

• to increase representation of, and solidarity with, victims of terrorism. 
• Actions may include training, dissemination of information, exchange of 

information and best practice, sharing of resources, cooperation building and 
solidarity networks or seminars as well as solidarity and assistance programmes. 
Concrete actions targeted directly at victims of crime must be evidence-based. 
Envisaged budget for this action: € 2.2 million. 

5. e-Justice 
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To help develop the use of electronic tools in the context of justice and on the basis 
of exchange of best practice. All projects will have to show how they contribute to 
the improvement of interoperability at European level. Projects could relate to: 

• support to translation, 
• support to transnational use of videoconferences, 
• training, 
• development of e-Signature in the justice field, 
• development of paperless procedures, 
• creation of databases with national legislation and/or case law of the Member 

States relevant for the application of mutual recognition instruments or 
instruments approximating substantive criminal law. 

Emphasis will be given to support of best practices development through transnational pilot 
projects. 

6. Criminal records 

National and transnational projects on interconnecting national criminal record systems within 
the EU will be eligible for support. € 6 millions will be allocated to this for grants. Exchange 
of information about convictions in the EU is to be facilitated through the creation of a 
computerised system of exchange of information. Co-funding will be available for 
improvements to national criminal records systems so that they can exchange information 
electronically with other criminal records systems. 

Projects should have one or more of the following objectives: 

• Appropriate modernisation and computerisation of national criminal records 
systems where necessary: this could involve preparatory/feasibility studies, 
project development, purchase of computer software and possibly hardware. 

• Dedicated training of personnel working for national criminal record authorities, 
e.g. training on the functioning of their national systems, as well as specific 
training for those in charge of dealing with other criminal record systems/foreign 
authorities (e.g. training about the specificities of other Member States' criminal 
record systems). 

• Projects aimed at improving the identification of convicted persons registered in 
national criminal records: e.g. links between criminal records systems and other 
registers (ongoing proceedings register, police, national identification register, 
etc); inclusion of biometric information/fingerprints in national criminal record 
systems. 

• Projects aimed at facilitating the exchange of information extracted from criminal 
records between Member States' national authorities for purposes other than 
criminal proceedings. 

• Projects aimed at interconnecting with other national criminal records systems. 
These may include studies, preparatory meetings, translation of documents, 
technical and legal support to improve mutual understanding of criminal records 
information and technical exchanges. 

B. OPERATING GRANTS 
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Following a call for proposals, operating grants4 may be awarded to non-governmental, non-
profit making organisations and bodies pursuing one or several objectives of the 
Programme with a European dimension. The global budget envisaged under this heading is 
1.000.000 €. 

The aim of this grant is to support the implementation of the annual activity programme of 
these entities during their financial year starting in 2009 by co-financing the expenditure 
associated with the activity programme, the costs of the general operation, and not, as 
opposed to action grants, to co-finance projects. 

The activities pursued by the organisation should complement EU activities in the following 
areas: 

• improving professional skills of legal practitioners and defining training curricula; 
• cooperation between public authorities and associations in the fields of (1) judicial 

cooperation in criminal matters, (2) victim assistance and (3) rehabilitation of 
offenders; 

• production and dissemination of information on how to access legal interpretation, 
translation and advice; 

• development of restorative justice and mediation; 
• cooperation between academics and researchers, and between them and EU 

institutions, in the area of judicial cooperation in criminal matters; 
• networking of legal professionals with a view to improving defence rights in 

cross-border cases. 

C. ACTION GRANTS BASED ON FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIPS 
Following a call for proposals in 2007, framework partnership agreements have been 
established according to Article 108 of the Financial Regulation and Article 163 of the 
Implementing Rules, to provide for long term cooperation with certain partner organisations 
with a European dimension in the area of training of legal professions. 

With the exception of co-funding of actions for judicial training offered by national judicial 
training institutions (see below), co-funding in 2009 of the actions is foreseen only within the 
framework partnership agreements signed in 2007. The total maximum amount for individual 
grants within framework partnership agreements in 2009 is € 3.5 million, of which € 500.000 
are earmarked in 2009 for action grants in coordination with the European Judicial Training 
Network (EJTN). Actions that can be supported are: 

• Organisation in at least 8 Member States of a general seminar presenting the institutional 
context of the development of the EU as an area of freedom, security and justice, and the 
various instruments adopted in order to improve judicial cooperation in criminal matters. 
Each seminar should involve practitioners (prosecutors, judges and defence lawyers) from 
at least 3 Member States. 

                                                 
4 Operating grant means the direct financial contributions, by way of donation, from the budget of the 

Programme in order to finance the functioning of a body which pursues an aim of general European 
interest or has an objective forming part of a European Union policy as defined (Art 108) Council 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) N° 1995/2006 of 13 December 2006 amending Regulation N° 1605/2002 on 
the Financial regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities (OJ L 390, 
30.12.2006,p.1)  
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• Organisation in at least 6 Member States in cooperation between judges, prosecutors and 
defence lawyers, of comparative analyses of the different Member State responses to 
similar cases in criminal law based on moots and exchanges of judicial practices. Each 
action should at least involve 3 Member States. 

• Organisation in at least 6 Member States of language training on the vocabulary of judicial 
cooperation with both theoretical and practical activities, and involving in each case at 
least 2 Member States. Participants should be members of the European judicial network or 
other practitioners (prosecutors, judges and defence lawyers) particularly involved in 
judicial cooperation in criminal matters. 

• Seminars for practitioners organised throughout the EU in the following areas: 

• improving familiarity with EU legal instruments and policies, 
• improving language skills, 
• developing familiarity with the legal and judicial systems of other Member States. 

Judicial training (by national training institutions) 

Action grants may be granted to national judicial training institutions for judicial training in 
coordination with the European Judicial Training Network (EJTN) on the subject matters 
specified above under Part I point A.1, with participants from different Member States. 

D. GRANTS TO BODIES IN A MONOPOLY SITUATION 
In accordance with Article 110(1) 2nd subparagraph of the Financial Regulation, Article 
168(1)c) of the Implementing Rules, grants can be awarded without a call for proposals for 
the following actions to bodies with a de jure or de facto monopoly5, as substantiated below. 
The budget envisaged for grants awarded without a call for proposals is € 4.0 million. 

The following actions will be priorities for 2009: 

(1) Grant to the European Judicial Training Network (EJTN) 

Article 4(d) of the basic act provides that an operating grant may be provided to co-finance 
expenditure associated with the permanent work programme of the European Judicial 
Training Network. The EJTN is the body that brings together national judicial training 
institutions within the EU. Judicial training authorities in 24 Member States are currently 
members of the EJTN. At national level, competence to organise participation of judicial 
authorities in training abroad lies with these national judicial training institutions. The EJTN 
is therefore in a unique position to organise the exchange programme between its member 
national judicial training institutions. Accordingly the EJTN should be considered as having a 
de facto monopoly for operating the exchange programme (amount envisaged: € 3.840.000). 

The general objectives of the exchange programme are: 

• To strengthen mutual trust between judicial authorities by developing exchanges 
and internships and increasing knowledge of Member States' legal systems, and 

• To reinforce cooperation between institutions responsible for training judges 
and/or prosecutors in order to enhance mutual understanding and best practice. 

                                                 
5 According to Art. 168 (1) of the Commission Regulation No. 2342/2002, modified by Commission 

Regulation No. 1248/2006, the de facto or de iure monopoly situation must be duly substantiated in the 
award decision. 



EN    EN 

The exchange programme will consist of two sections: 

• Exchanges between judicial authorities to enhance knowledge of each other’s 
judicial procedures and awareness of belonging to a common judicial area. 

The programme should allow for the organisation of internships or short secondments of 
judges and prosecutors from one Member State to the courts or prosecution offices of another. 
Longer internships in the European Court of Justice and Eurojust may also be organised in 
agreement with those bodies. The Programme should contribute to improving language skills. 
Therefore, language training with a view to preparing the exchanges themselves may be 
included. Development of training on-line and drafting a glossary of legal terminology may 
also be included, taking into account existing instruments. 

• Meetings between judicial training institutions. 

Regular meetings should be organised between national institutions responsible for training 
judges and/or public prosecutors. One of the main aims of these meetings will be to assess the 
working methodology adopted under section A of the programme. 

(2) Grant to the European Forum for Restorative Justice (€ 160.000) 

The European Forum for Restorative Justice v.z.w. was established on 8 December 2000 as a 
non-governmental, non-profit organisation according to Belgian law. It has 263 individual 
members and 45 organisational members, amongst which 8 governmental organisations.  

The general aim of the Forum is "to help establish and develop victim-offender mediation and 
other restorative justice practices throughout Europe" (Article 4 of its constitution). To further 
the general aim, the Forum promotes the international exchange of information and mutual 
help; promotes the development of effective restorative justice policies, services and 
legislation; explores and develops the theoretical basis of restorative justice; stimulates 
research; assists the development of principles, ethics, training and good practice; promotes 
networking between stakeholders in the area of restorative justice. The target groups of the 
European Forum are restorative justice practitioners and services, policy makers, legal 
practitioners and researchers. It serves these four different target groups in an integrated 
manner. Moreover, the European Forum for Restorative Justice should help the Member 
States of the European Union to comply with article 10 of the Framework Decision of 15 
March 2001 on the standing of victims in criminal proceedings. 

The European Forum for Restorative Justice is the only organisation that, as its general aim, 
strives to promote restorative justice Europe-wide. It is therefore in a unique position. 
Accordingly it should be considered as having a de facto monopoly for promoting restorative 
justice in the European Union. 

CONDITIONS AND MODALITIES (for all grants) 

In line with the Financial Regulation and the basic act, the following conditions and 
modalities will apply. 

1. Financial provisions 
a) The maximum rate of co-financing by the Commission is 70% of the total 

eligible costs of the project in case of action grants (parts A and D) or 70% of 
the operating costs of non-governmental organisations and bodies incurred 
during the financial year starting in 2009 (part B).  
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As an exception the maximum rate of co-financing for the individual projects 
awarded within framework partnerships (part C), may rise to a maximum of 95% of 
the total eligible costs. Any application proposing co-funding of more than 70% will 
have to duly substantiate and justify in its application why it should receive co-
funding at this higher rate for an individual project. The Commission will be free to 
approve, reduce or reject the proposed higher rate of co-financing after the 
assessment of the justification provided in the application. 

b) Commission grants are given for non-commercial purposes only, and projects 
or annual activity programmes must be strictly non-profit making.  

c) Grants awarded by this Programme shall be covered by a written agreement, 
including the modalities for the reimbursement of a specified proportion of the 
eligible costs actually incurred; 

d) As a general rule, the co-funding is provided in two instalments: a pre-
financing payment on signature of the grant agreement, and the balance on 
receipt and approval by the Commission of the final report and final financial 
statement.  

2. Eligibility  
To be eligible, grant applications must meet the following criteria: 

a) Projects/requests for operating grants must be submitted by bodies and 
organisations established in the Member States with legal personality. 
Applications from natural persons are not eligible.  

Bodies and organisations which are profit oriented may submit projects only in 
conjunction with non-profit oriented or state organisations and the project susceptible 
to be awarded a grant must present a non-profit budget. 

b) Projects/operating grant requests must match one or more objectives of the 
Programme; 

c) Transnational projects must involve partners in at least two Member States, or 
one Member State and one other State which is an acceding or a candidate 
country. Third countries and international organisations may participate as 
partners, but are not permitted to submit projects; 

d) National projects are eligible as starter and/or complementary measures to 
transnational projects, or if they contribute to developing innovative methods 
and/or technologies with a potential for transferability to actions at Union level, 
or develop such methods and technologies with a view to transferring them to 
other Member States and/or candidate countries; 

e) With regard to projects related to criminal records, only national authorities 
designated under Article 1 of Council Decision 2005/876/JHA of 21 November 
2005 on the exchange of information extracted from the criminal record6

 may 
apply; 

f) Project proposals/operating grant requests seeking EU co-funding of less than € 
50.000 will not be eligible to receive a grant; 

                                                 
6 OJ L 322, 9.12.2005, p.33. 
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g) In case of action grant applications, projects cannot be already completed and 
should be scheduled to start not before the signature of the grant agreement. An 
earlier start of the project may take place only where the applicant can 
demonstrate the need to start the action before the grant agreement is signed. In 
such cases, expenditure eligible for financing may not have been incurred prior 
to the date of submission of the grant application; 

h) In case of action grant applications, projects cannot last more than two years; 

i) Operating grants cannot be requested for a longer period than the duration of 
the financial year of the applicant organisation starting in 2009. Only 
applications seeking co-financing for the operating costs of the organisation 
incurred in connection to the implementation of its annual activity programme 
will be considered. 

3. Exclusion 
Candidates shall be excluded from participating in the calls for proposals if they are in one or 
more of the situations listed in Articles 93 and 94 of the Financial Regulation. 

4. Selection criteria 
In accordance with Article 116(1) of the Financial Regulation and Article 176 of the 
Implementing Rules, proposals for action/operating grant requests shall be evaluated on the 
basis of the following selection criteria: 

(a) the applicant's operational and professional competencies and qualifications in 
the specified area required to complete the proposed action or activity 
programme including evidence of relevant professional training and/or 
experience for the personnel concerned. In the case of government or law 
enforcement organisations, evidence that the project falls within their statutory 
area of responsibility may be submitted to establish their operational and 
technical competence. Proposals should also show evidence of ability to access 
information or participants in the way proposed. 

(b) the applicant's financial capability, i.e. stable and sufficient sources of funding 
to maintain its activity throughout the period during which the action is being 
carried out/the annual activity programme is implemented and to participate in 
its funding, based on the submitted documents (such as the balance sheets 
showing the annual income and expenditure, cash flow, debts and the amount 
of cash available). 

Only proposals which meet the above selection criteria will be examined in detail. 

5. Award criteria 

Action grants 
Proposals that are eligible and meet the selection criteria will be assessed by the evaluation 
committee and they will be ranked on the basis of the following award criteria: 

Conformity. Projects will be assessed on the extent to which they fall within the priority 
areas identified in Section A, C and D respectively and in the relevant EU strategic 
documents and/or action plans. For each type of project, it should be demonstrated 
that the objective of the project reflects a clearly identified need for action according 
to the EU's policy priorities in the field of Criminal Justice.  
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Quality of the proposed action regarding its conception, organisation, presentation, 
methodology, expertise, expected results and strategy for their dissemination. In 
particular, the ability of the project to attain the desired objective(s) will be assessed. 

Value for money. Amount requested for financial support and its appropriateness as to 
expected results. 

Impact of the expected results on the general objectives of the Programme and on measures 
taken in the different domains as specified in Articles 7 (4) (d) of the basic act. 

European dimension. Wide geographic scope of the project, in terms of partners, 
participants and the target groups, will be favoured. For national complementary 
projects, this criterion is replaced by the geographical scope of the measure they 
complement. For other national projects (starter measures and other actions), it is 
replaced by the potential geographical scope of follow-up measures. In case of 
national projects, the degree of transferability of the results is assessed. 

Economies of scale. Larger projects, in terms of for example ambition and participants, will 
be favoured. 

Operating grants 

Consistency of the organisations proposed activities with the priorities set out under Section 
B of this annual work programme: the ability of the organisation to contribute to the 
relevant objectives of the Programme will be assessed. It should be demonstrated that 
the activities of the organisation clearly complement the activities of the EU on the 
fields, in particular in terms of relevance of the results and their practical impact. 

Quality of the planned activities regarding their organisation, conception will be assessed. 
In particular the following will be examined: the demonstration that the proposed 
activities aim to meet a clearly defined need, the consistency and the coherence 
between the activities proposed and the budget allocated to each of them; the ability 
of the proposed activities to attain the desired objective(s) especially within the 
proposed timeframe. 

Likely multiplier effect on the public of these activities will be assessed. 

European dimension and European Added Value: the proposed activities are supposed to 
contribute to the objectives of the Programme at European level in terms of their 
geographical scope, the potential geographical scope of possible follow-up measures, 
participants, target group, partners (if applicable). 

Value for money and Economies of scale: size and scope of the planned activities, in 
particular in terms of economies of scale and cost effectiveness, cost/benefit ration of 
the proposed activities will be assessed.  

6. Timetable 
The following schedule is envisaged:  

Opinion of the Programme Committee on the work programme  July 2008 

Decision by the Commission September 2008 
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Publication of Calls for proposals October 2008 

Deadline for submission of proposals January 2009 

Opinion of the Programme Committee on the award of grants April 2009 

Commitments and grant agreements from May 2009 onwards
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PART II: PUBLIC PROCUREMENTS 
The total budget envisaged for contracts and administrative agreements is € 7.000.000. 
Publication of calls for tenders for the following actions is envisaged in 2009. All contracts 
are expected to be signed in 2009. 

OPERATIONAL ACTIONS 
To support actions undertaken under the grant agreements part, the Commission may 
undertake the following actions in 2009 through framework contracts, administrative 
agreements and/or contracts awarded following public procurement procedures. The total 
budget for contracts and administrative agreements is € 7.0 million. Approximately 10 calls 
for tender are envisaged. 

(1) Studies, evaluations and impact assessments 

• Development of evaluation policies 

Studies may be carried out in two areas: 

– Evaluation of the implementation of EU instruments. 

– Studies on accompanying measures to reinforce mutual trust. 

• Improvement of knowledge of EU instruments and their implementation in 
national law and exchange of best practice 

Creation of databases with national legislation and/or case law relevant for the 
application of mutual recognition instruments or instruments approximating 
substantive criminal law. 

• Justice Forum and evaluation of EU policies in the area of cooperation in criminal 
matters  

Organising and holding regular meetings of the Justice Forum7 (plenary and 
subgroup meetings) on at least four occasions per year. Envisaged budget for this 
action: € 1.0 million. 

• Prize for best practice in criminal justice 

Preparation, organisation and implementation of a contest to grant a prize8 for best 
practice in criminal justice. This contest may be organised in conjunction with an 
international organisation. The organisation of the selection of a winner and of the 
award ceremony will be the object of a public procurement (€70.000). 

• Flexibility clause with regard to studies, meetings, conferences and seminars 

– Studies may be outsourced as far as they are needed in order to prepare or accompany new 
legislation or to respond to policy changes in the area of cooperation in criminal matters, 
based in particular on suggestions from the EU Presidency, from other EU institutions (for 
example the European Parliament), from one or several Member States or from national or 
international Organisations, in order to contribute to the general or specific objectives of 
this programme, as laid down in the basis act (Council Decision of 12 February 2007).  

                                                 
7 Communication from the Commission (adopted on 4.2.2008, COM(2008)38 final) on the creation of a 

Forum for discussing EU justice policies and practice. 
8 The prize is purely symbolic: a trophy, no financial price. 
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– The provisions under point (a) apply mutatis mutandis to the updating of earlier studies. In 
2004, the Criminal Justice Unit commissioned a study of the Laws of Evidence in the 
Member States. The study needs updating in the context of the broader work on evidence 
being carried out to assess the 2000 Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters, 
its 2001 Protocol, the European Evidence Warrant and the desirability of proceeding to a 
European Evidence Warrant II. 

– The provisions under point (a) apply mutatis mutandis to the organisation of meetings, 
conferences and seminars. 

• Feasibility of cooperation between Bar Associations on cross border cases. 

Networks and cooperation mechanisms exist between prosecuting authorities (EJN, 
Eurojust, liaison magistrates). A feasibility study is needed to see whether it is 
possible to have any comparable cooperation mechanism between Bar Associations 
to provide legal advice to accused persons in cross border cases.  

(2) Criminal records 
Studies and IT development in relation with the interconnection of criminal records, and the 
exchange of information between judicial authorities on previous conviction including 
support to the development of software in Member States, help desk and regular updating and 
improvement of the interconnection software (common reference implementation), and in 
house support for the Commission. 

(3) E-Justice 
Feasibility studies and development of e-Justice projects, in particular regarding the 
development of an e-Justice Portal including the content of the portal, the use of IT 
for the improvement of translations and the creation of a secure network of 
communication between judicial authorities. 

(4) Supporting victims of crime 
Support to the creation of a network of experts and/or victims support associations in order to 
improve mutual knowledge and cooperation and to promote European solidarity and the 
development of European representation of victims' interests. This will be achieved by 
organising seminars and/or round tables. 

ACCOMPANYING MEASURES 
According to Article 7(3) of the basic act, the Commission may finance administrative and 
technical assistance activities regarding the management of this programme through public 
procurement. 

In particular, this may include the operation of a helpdesk and/or call centre providing 
information and advice on the programme for applicants and beneficiaries, use of external 
experts, and public activities regarding the exploitation and dissemination of project results, 
the organisation of meetings. The execution of these activities is subject to the available 
resources on budget line 18 01 04 13.  


