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The General Assenbly,

Bearing in mnd the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts, the
| nternati onal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention agai nst
Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shnment and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as other international
instrunments relating to the protection of the rights and well-being of young
per sons,

Bearing in mnd also the Standard M nimum Rul es for the Treatnent of
Prisoners adopted by the First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatnent of O fenders,

Bearing in mnd further the Body of Principles for the Protection of Al
Persons under Any Form of Detention or Inprisonnment, approved by the Genera
Assenbly by its resolution 43/173 of 9 Decenber 1988 and contained in the
annex thereto,

Recalling the United Nations Standard M nimum Rul es for the
Adm ni stration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules),

Recal ling al so resolution 21 of the Seventh United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of O fenders, in which the Congress
called for the devel opnent of rules for the protection of juveniles deprived
of their liberty,
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Recal ling further that the Econom c and Social Council, in section Il of
its resolution 1986/10 of 21 May |986, requested the Secretary-General to
report on progress achieved in the developnent of the rules to the Commttee
on Crinme Prevention and Control at its tenth session and requested the Eighth
Uni ted Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of
O fenders to consider the proposed rules with a view to their adoption,

Alarmed at the conditions and circunstances under which juveniles are
bei ng deprived of their liberty world w de,

Aware that juveniles deprived of their liberty are highly vulnerable to
abuse, victimzation and the violation of their rights,

Concerned that many systens do not differentiate between adults and
juvenil es at various stages of the adm nistration of justice and that
juveniles are therefore being held in gaols and facilities with adults,

1. Affirms that the placenent of a juvenile in an institution should
al ways be a disposition of last resort and for the m ni num necessary peri od;

2. Recogni zes that, because of their high vulnerability, juveniles
deprived of their liberty require special attention and protection and that
their rights and well-being shoul d be guaranteed during and after the period
when they are deprived of their |iberty;

3. Notes with appreciation the valuable work of the Secretariat and the
col | aborati on which has been established between the Secretariat and experts,
practitioners, intergovernnental organizations, the non-governnent al
community, particularly Amesty International, Defence for Children
I nternati onal and Radda Barnen International (Swedish Save the Children
Federation), and scientific institutions concerned with the rights of children
and juvenile justice in the devel opnent of the United Nations draft Rules for
the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty;

4. Adopts the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty contained in the annex to the present resol ution;

5. Calls upon the Committee on Crinme Prevention and Control to
formul ate nmeasures for the effective inplenentation of the Rules, with the
assi stance of the United Nations institutes on the prevention of crinme and the
treat nent of offenders;

6. I nvites Menber States to adapt, wherever necessary, their nationa
| egi slation, policies and practices, particularly in the training of al
categories of juvenile justice personnel, to the spirit of the Rules, and to
bring themto the attention of relevant authorities and the public in general;
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7. Also invites Menber States to informthe Secretary-CGeneral of their
efforts to apply the Rules in law, policy and practice and to report regularly
to the Commttee on Crinme Prevention and Control on the results achieved in
their inplenentation;

8. Requests the Secretary-General and invites Menber States to ensure
the w dest possible dissem nation of the text of the Rules in all of the
of ficial |anguages of the United Nations;

9. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to conduct conparative research,
pursue the requisite collaboration and devise strategies to deal with the
different categories of serious and persistent young offenders, and to prepare
a policy-oriented report thereon for subm ssion to the Ninth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of O fenders;

10. Al'so requests the Secretary-Ceneral and urges Menber States to
all ocate the necessary resources to ensure the successful application and
i npl enentation of the Rules, in particular in the areas of recruitnent,
training and exchange of all categories of juvenile justice personnel;

11. Urges all relevant bodies of the United Nations system in
particular the United Nations Children's Fund, the regional conm ssions and
speci al i zed agencies, the United Nations institutes for the prevention of
crime and the treatnent of offenders and all concerned intergovernnental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, to collaborate with the Secretary-General and
to take the necessary nmeasures to ensure a concerted and sustained effort
within their respective fields of technical conpetence to pronote the
application of the Rules;

12. Invites the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities of the Conm ssion on Hunman Rights to consider this
new i nternational instrunent, with a viewto pronoting the application of its
provi si ons;

13. Requests the Ninth Congress to review the progress made on the
pronoti on and application of the Rules and on the reconmmendati ons contained in
t he present resolution, under a separate agenda itemon juvenile justice.

ANNEX
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty

| . FUNDAMENTAL PERSPECTI VES
1. The juvenile justice system should uphold the rights and safety and
pronote the physical and nental well-being of juveniles. |[Inprisonnment should

be used as a | ast resort.
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2. Juvenil es should only be deprived of their liberty in accordance with the
princi pl es and procedures set forth in these Rules and in the United Nations
Standard M nimum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing
Rul es). Deprivation of the liberty of a juvenile should be a disposition of

| ast resort and for the m ni mum necessary period and should be |imted to
exceptional cases. The length of the sanction should be determ ned by the
judicial authority, w thout precluding the possibility of his or her early

rel ease.

3. The Rules are intended to establish m ni mum standards accepted by the
United Nations for the protection of juveniles deprived of their liberty in
all fornms, consistent wth human rights and fundanental freedons, with a view
to counteracting the detrinmental effects of all types of detention and to
fostering integration in society.

4. The Rul es should be applied inpartially, wthout discrimnation of any
kind as to race, colour, sex, age, |anguage, religion, nationality, political
or other opinion, cultural beliefs or practices, property, birth or famly
status, ethnic or social origin, and disability. The religious and cul tural
beliefs, practices and noral concepts of the juvenile should be respected.

5. The Rul es are designed to serve as conveni ent standards of reference and
to provide encouragenent and gui dance to professionals involved in the
managenent of the juvenile justice system

6. The Rul es should be made readily available to juvenile justice personnel
in their national |anguages. Juveniles who are not fluent in the |anguage
spoken by the personnel of the detention facility should have the right to the
services of an interpreter free of charge whenever necessary, in particular
during nedi cal exam nations and di sciplinary proceedi ngs.

7. Where appropriate, States should incorporate the Rules into their

| egislation or anend it accordingly and provide effective renedies for their
breach, including conpensation when injuries are inflicted on juveniles.
States should also nonitor the application of the Rules.

8. The conpetent authorities should constantly seek to increase the

awar eness of the public that the care of detained juveniles and preparation
for their return to society is a social service of great inportance, and to
this end active steps should be taken to foster open contacts between the
juveniles and the | ocal community.

9. Not hing in the Rules should be interpreted as precluding the application
of the relevant United Nations and human rights instrunments and standards,
recogni zed by the international community, that are nore conducive to ensuring
the rights, care and protection of juveniles, children and all young persons.
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10. In the event that the practical application of particular Rul es contained
in sections Il to V, inclusive, presents any conflict with the Rul es contai ned
in the present section, conpliance with the latter shall be regarded as the
predom nant requirenent.

1. SCOPE AND APPLI CATI ON OF THE RULES
11. For the purposes of the Rules, the follow ng definitions should apply:

(a) Ajuvenile is every person under the age of 18. The age Iimt bel ow
which it should not be permtted to deprive a child of his or her liberty
shoul d be determi ned by | aw

(b) The deprivation of liberty neans any form of detention or
i nprisonment or the placenent of a person in a public or private custodi al
setting, fromwhich this person is not permtted to |leave at will, by order of
any judicial, admnistrative or other public authority.

12. The deprivation of liberty should be effected in conditions and

ci rcunst ances whi ch ensure respect for the human rights of juveniles.
Juveniles detained in facilities should be guaranteed the benefit of

nmeani ngful activities and programes which woul d serve to pronote and sustain
their health and self-respect, to foster their sense of responsibility and
encour age those attitudes and skills that will assist themin developing their
potential as nmenbers of society.

13. Juveniles deprived of their liberty shall not for any reason related to
their status be denied the civil, economc, political, social or cultural
rights to which they are entitled under national or international |aw and
whi ch are conpatible with the deprivation of liberty.

14. The protection of the individual rights of juveniles with special regard
to the legality of the execution of the detention neasures shall be ensured by
t he conpetent authority, while the objectives of social integration should be
secured by regular inspections and ot her neans of control carried out,
according to international standards, national |laws and regul ations, by a duly
constituted body authorized to visit the juveniles and not belonging to the
detention facility.

15. The Rules apply to all types and forns of detention facilities in which

juveniles are deprived of their liberty. Sections I, Il, IV and V of the
Rul es apply to all detention facilities and institutional settings in which
juveniles are detained, and section IIl applies specifically to juveniles

under arrest or awaiting trial.

16. The Rules shall be inplemented in the context of the economc, social and
cultural conditions prevailing in each Menber State.
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[11. JUVEN LES UNDER ARREST OR AWAI TI NG TRI AL

17. Juveniles who are detained under arrest or awaiting trial ("untried") are
presuned i nnocent and shall be treated as such. Detention before trial shal
be avoided to the extent possible and limted to exceptional circunstances.
Therefore, all efforts shall be made to apply alternative neasures. Wen
preventive detention is neverthel ess used, juvenile courts and investigative
bodi es shall give the highest priority to the nost expeditious processing of
such cases to ensure the shortest possible duration of detention. Untried
det ai nees shoul d be separated from convicted juveniles.

18. The conditions under which an untried juvenile is detained should be
consistent with the rules set out below, wth additional specific provisions
as are necessary and appropriate, given the requirenents of the presunption of
i nnocence, the duration of the detention and the | egal status and

ci rcunstances of the juvenile. These provisions would include, but not
necessarily be restricted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Juveniles should have the right of |egal counsel and be enabled to
apply for free legal aid, where such aid is available, and to comruni cate
regularly with their |egal advisers. Privacy and confidentiality shall be
ensured for such conmuni cati ons;

(b) Juveniles should be provided, where possible, wth opportunities to
pursue work, w th remuneration, and continue education or training, but should
not be required to do so. Wrk, education or training should not cause the
continuation of the detention;

(c) Juveniles should receive and retain naterials for their |eisure and
recreation as are conpatible with the interests of the adm nistration of
justice.

V. THE MANAGEMENT OF JUVEN LE FACI LI TIES
A.  Records

19. Al reports, including |legal records, nedical records and records of
di sci plinary proceedings, and all other docunents relating to the form
content and details of treatnment, should be placed in a confidenti al

i ndi vidual file, which should be kept up to date, accessible only to

aut hori zed persons and classified in such a way as to be easily understood.
Wher e possi ble, every juvenile should have the right to contest any fact or
opinion contained in his or her file so as to permt rectification of

i naccurate, unfounded or unfair statements. |In order to exercise this right,
t here shoul d be procedures that allow an appropriate third party to have
access to and to consult the file on request. Upon release, the records of
juveniles shall be sealed, and, at an appropriate tinme, expunged.

20. No juvenile should be received in any detention facility without a valid
commtnent order of a judicial, admnistrative or other public authority. The
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details of this order should be imediately entered in the register. No
juvenil e should be detained in any facility where there is no such register.

B. Adm ssion, registration, novenent and transfer

21. In every place where juveniles are detained, a conplete and secure record
of the follow ng information should be kept concerning each juvenile received:

(a) Information on the identity of the juvenile;
(b) The fact of and reasons for conmtnment and the authority therefor;
(c) The day and hour of adm ssion, transfer and rel ease;

(d) Details of the notifications to parents and guardi ans on every
adm ssion, transfer or release of the juvenile in their care at the tine of
comm t nent ;

(e) Details of known physical and nental health problens, including drug
and al cohol abuse.

22. The information on adm ssion, place, transfer and rel ease shoul d be
provi ded without delay to the parents and guardi ans or closest relative of the
juvenil e concerned.

23. As soon as possible after reception, full reports and rel evant
information on the personal situation and circunstances of each juvenile
shoul d be drawn up and submtted to the adm ni stration.

24. On admission, all juveniles shall be given a copy of the rules governing
the detention facility and a witten description of their rights and
obligations in a | anguage they can understand, together with the address of
the authorities conpetent to receive conplaints, as well as the address of
public or private agencies and organi zati ons which provide | egal assistance.
For those juveniles who are illiterate or who cannot understand the | anguage
in the witten form the information should be conveyed in a manner enabli ng
full conprehension.

25. Al juveniles should be hel ped to understand the regul ati ons gover ni ng
the internal organization of the facility, the goals and net hodol ogy of the
care provided, the disciplinary requirenments and procedures, other authorized
nmet hods of seeking information and of making conplaints, and all such other
matters as are necessary to enable themto understand fully their rights and
obl i gati ons during detention.

26. The transport of juveniles should be carried out at the expense of the

adm ni stration in conveyances with adequate ventilation and light, in
conditions that should in no way subject themto hardship or indignity.
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Juveni l es should not be transferred fromone facility to another arbitrarily.
C. dassification and pl acenent

27. As soon as possible after the nonent of adm ssion, each juvenile should
be interviewed, and a psychol ogi cal and social report identifying any factors
relevant to the specific type and I evel of care and programre required by the
juvenil e should be prepared. This report, together with the report prepared
by a nmedical officer who has exanm ned the juvenile upon adm ssion, should be
forwarded to the director for purposes of determ ning the nost appropriate

pl acenent for the juvenile within the facility and the specific type and | evel
of care and programme required and to be pursued. Wen special rehabilitative
treatnent is required, and the length of stay in the facility permts, trained
personnel of the facility should prepare a witten, individualized treatnent
pl an specifying treatnent objectives and tinme-frane and the neans, stages and
del ays with which the objectives should be approached.

28. The detention of juveniles should only take place under conditions that
take full account of their particular needs, status and special requirenents
according to their age, personality, sex and type of offence, as well as
nment al and physical health, and which ensure their protection from harnfu

i nfluences and risk situations. The principal criterion for the separation of
di fferent categories of juveniles deprived of their liberty should be the
provi sion of the type of care best suited to the particular needs of the

i ndi vi dual s concerned and the protection of their physical, nental and noral
integrity and well - bei ng.

29. In all detention facilities juveniles should be separated from adults,
unl ess they are nenbers of the sane famly. Under controlled conditions,
juveniles may be brought together with carefully selected adults as part of a
speci al programme that has been shown to be beneficial for the juveniles
concer ned.

30. Open detention facilities for juveniles should be established. Open
detention facilities are those with no or mnimal security neasures. The
popul ation in such detention facilities should be as small as possible. The
nunber of juveniles detained in closed facilities should be small enough to
enabl e individualized treatnent. Detention facilities for juveniles should be
decentralized and of such size as to facilitate access and contact between the
juveniles and their famlies. Snall-scale detention facilities should be
established and integrated into the social, econom c and cultural environment
of the comunity.

D. Physical environment and accomrpdati on

31. Juveniles deprived of their |liberty have the right to facilities and
services that neet all the requirenments of health and human dignity.

32. The design of detention facilities for juveniles and the physi cal
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envi ronnent should be in keeping with the rehabilitative aim of residential
treatnment, with due regard to the need of the juvenile for privacy, sensory
stimuli, opportunities for association with peers and participation in sports,
physi cal exercise and leisure-tine activities. The design and structure of
juvenile detention facilities should be such as to minimze the risk of fire
and to ensure safe evacuation fromthe prem ses. There should be an effective
alarm systemin case of fire, as well as formal and drilled procedures to
ensure the safety of the juveniles. Detention facilities should not be

| ocated in areas where there are known health or other hazards or risks.

33. Sl eeping accommodation should normally consist of small group dormitories
or individual bedroons, account being taken of |ocal standards. During

sl eepi ng hours there should be regul ar, unobtrusive supervision of al

sl eepi ng areas, including individual roons and group dormtories, in order to
ensure the protection of each juvenile. Every juvenile should, in accordance
with local or national standards, be provided with separate and sufficient
beddi ng, which should be cl ean when issued, kept in good order and changed

of ten enough to ensure cl eanliness.

34. Sanitary installations should be so | ocated and of a sufficient standard
to enable every juvenile to conply, as required, with their physical needs in
privacy and in a clean and decent manner.

35. The possession of personal effects is a basic elenent of the right to
privacy and essential to the psychol ogical well-being of the juvenile. The
right of every juvenile to possess personal effects and to have adequate
storage facilities for them should be fully recognized and respect ed.

Personal effects that the juvenile does not choose to retain or that are
confiscated should be placed in safe custody. An inventory thereof should be
signed by the juvenile. Steps should be taken to keep themin good
condition. Al such articles and noney should be returned to the juvenile on
rel ease, except in so far as he or she has been authorized to spend noney or
send such property out of the facility. |If a juvenile receives or is found in
possessi on of any nedicine, the nedical officer should deci de what use should
be made of it.

36. To the extent possible juveniles should have the right to use their own
clothing. Detention facilities should ensure that each juvenile has personal
clothing suitable for the clinmate and adequate to ensure good health, and

whi ch should in no manner be degrading or humliating. Juveniles renoved from
or leaving a facility for any purpose should be allowed to wear their own

cl ot hi ng.

37. Every detention facility shall ensure that every juvenile receives food
that is suitably prepared and presented at normal neal tinmes and of a quality
and quantity to satisfy the standards of dietetics, hygiene and health and, as
far as possible, religious and cultural requirenents. C ean drinking water
shoul d be available to every juvenile at any tine.
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E. Education, vocational training and work

38. Every juvenile of conpul sory school age has the right to education suited
to his or her needs and abilities and designed to prepare himor her for
return to society. Such education should be provided outside the detention
facility in community schools wherever possible and, in any case, by qualified
t eachers through programmes integrated with the education system of the
country so that, after release, juveniles nay continue their education w thout
difficulty. Special attention should be given by the adm nistration of the
detention facilities to the education of juveniles of foreign origin or with
particular cultural or ethnic needs. Juveniles who are illiterate or have
cognitive or learning difficulties should have the right to special education.

39. Juvenil es above conpul sory school age who wi sh to continue their
education should be permtted and encouraged to do so, and every effort should
be made to provide themw th access to appropriate educational progranmnes.

40. Diplomas or educational certificates awarded to juveniles while in
detention should not indicate in any way that the juvenile has been
i nstitutionalized.

41. Every detention facility should provide access to a library that is
adequately stocked with both instructional and recreational books and
periodicals suitable for the juveniles, who should be encouraged and enabl ed
to make full use of it.

42. Every juvenile should have the right to receive vocational training in
occupations likely to prepare himor her for future enploynent.

43. Wth due regard to proper vocational selection and to the requirenents of
institutional adm nistration, juveniles should be able to choose the type of
work they wish to perform

44, Al protective national and international standards applicable to child
| abour and young workers should apply to juveniles deprived of their |iberty.

45, \Wherever possible, juveniles should be provided with the opportunity to
performrenunerated | abour, if possible within the local community, as a
conpl enment to the vocational training provided in order to enhance the
possibility of finding suitable enploynent when they return to their
comunities. The type of work should be such as to provide appropriate
training that will be of benefit to the juveniles follow ng release. The
organi zati on and net hods of work offered in detention facilities should
resenbl e as closely as possible those of simlar work in the community, so as
to prepare juveniles for the conditions of normal occupational life.

46. Every juvenile who perfornms work should have the right to an equitable
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renuneration. The interests of the juveniles and of their vocational training
shoul d not be subordinated to the purpose of nmaking a profit for the detention
facility or a third party. Part of the earnings of a juvenile should normally
be set aside to constitute a savings fund to be handed over to the juvenile on
rel ease. The juvenile should have the right to use the remai nder of those
earnings to purchase articles for his or her own use or to indemify the
victiminjured by his or her offence or to send it to his or her famly or

ot her persons outside the detention facility.

F. Recr eati on

47. Every juvenile should have the right to a suitable amount of tine for
daily free exercise, in the open air whenever weather permts, during which
time appropriate recreational and physical training should normally be

provi ded. Adequate space, installations and equi pnent should be provided for
these activities. Every juvenile should have additional tinme for daily

| ei sure activities, part of which should be devoted, if the juvenile so

wi shes, to arts and crafts skill developnment. The detention facility should
ensure that each juvenile is physically able to participate in the avail able
programes of physical education. Renedial physical education and therapy
shoul d be of fered, under nedical supervision, to juveniles needing it.

G Religion

48. Every juvenile should be allowed to satisfy the needs of his or her
religious and spiritual life, in particular by attending the services or
neetings provided in the detention facility or by conducting his or her own
servi ces and havi ng possession of the necessary books or itens of religious
observance and instruction of his or her denomnation. |If a detention
facility contains a sufficient nunber of juveniles of a given religion, one or
nore qualified representatives of that religion should be appointed or
approved and allowed to hold regular services and to pay pastoral visits in
private to juveniles at their request. Every juvenile should have the right
to receive visits froma qualified representative of any religion of his or
her choice, as well as the right not to participate in religious services and
freely to decline religious education, counselling or indoctrination.

H. Medi cal care

49. Every juvenile shall receive adequate nedical care, both preventive and
remedi al , including dental, ophthal nol ogical and nental health care, as well
as pharnmaceutical products and special diets as nedically indicated. Al such
nmedi cal care shoul d, where possible, be provided to detained juveniles through
the appropriate health facilities and services of the community in which the
detention facility is located, in order to prevent stigmatization of the
juvenil e and pronpte self-respect and integration into the community.

50. Every juvenile has a right to be exam ned by a physician i medi ately upon
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adm ssion to a detention facility, for the purpose of recording any evidence
of prior ill-treatnment and identifying any physical or nental condition
requiring nedical attention.

51. The nedical services provided to juveniles should seek to detect and
shoul d treat any physical or nental illness, substance abuse or other
condition that may hinder the integration of the juvenile into society. Every
detention facility for juveniles should have i medi ate access to adequate

nmedi cal facilities and equi pnent appropriate to the nunber and requirenents of
its residents and staff trained in preventive health care and the handling of
medi cal energencies. Every juvenile who is ill, who conplains of illness or
who denonstrates synptons of physical or nental difficulties, should be

exam ned pronptly by a nedical officer.

52. Any nedical officer who has reason to believe that the physical or nental
health of a juvenile has been or will be injuriously affected by continued
detention, a hunger strike or any condition of detention should report this
fact inmmediately to the director of the detention facility in question and to
t he i ndependent authority responsible for safeguarding the well-being of the
juvenil e.

53. A juvenile who is suffering fromnental illness should be treated in a
speci alized institution under independent nedi cal managenent. Steps shoul d be
taken, by arrangenent with appropriate agencies, to ensure any necessary
continuation of nmental health care after rel ease.

54. Juvenile detention facilities should adopt specialized drug abuse
prevention and rehabilitation programmes adm nistered by qualified personnel.
These programres shoul d be adapted to the age, sex and other requirenments of
the juvenil es concerned, and detoxification facilities and services staffed by
trai ned personnel should be available to drug- or al cohol -dependent juvenil es.

55. Medicines should be adm nistered only for necessary treatnent on nedi cal
grounds and, when possible, after having obtained the infornmed consent of the
juvenil e concerned. In particular, they nust not be adm nistered with a view
to eliciting informati on or a confession, as a punishnent or as a neans of
restraint. Juveniles shall never be testees in the experinental use of drugs
and treatnment. The adm nistration of any drug shoul d al ways be aut hori zed and
carried out by qualified nedical personnel.

. Notification of illness, injury and death

56. The famly or guardian of a juvenile and any ot her person designated by
the juvenile have the right to be infornmed of the state of health of the
juvenile on request and in the event of any inportant changes in the health of
the juvenile. The director of the detention facility should notify

imedi ately the fam |y or guardian of the juvenile concerned, or other

desi gnat ed person, in case of death, illness requiring transfer of the
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juvenile to an outside nedical facility, or a condition requiring clinical
care within the detention facility for nore than 48 hours. Notification
shoul d al so be given to the consular authorities of the State of which a
foreign juvenile is a citizen

57. Upon the death of a juvenile during the period of deprivation of |iberty,
the nearest relative should have the right to i nspect the death certificate,
see the body and determ ne the nethod of disposal of the body. Upon the death
of a juvenile in detention, there should be an i ndependent inquiry into the
causes of death, the report of which should be nade accessible to the nearest
relative. This inquiry should al so be nmade when the death of a juvenile
occurs within six nonths fromthe date of his or her release fromthe
detention facility and there is reason to believe that the death is related to
t he period of detention.

58. A juvenile should be inforned at the earliest possible tinme of the death,

serious illness or injury of any i mediate famly nmenber and shoul d be
provided with the opportunity to attend the funeral of the deceased or go to
the bedside of a critically ill relative.

J. Contacts with the wider community

59. Every neans should be provided to ensure that juveniles have adequate
communi cation with the outside world, which is an integral part of the right
to fair and humane treatnent and is essential to the preparation of juveniles
for their return to society. Juveniles should be allowed to comrunicate with
their famlies, friends and ot her persons or representatives of reputable
out si de organi zations, to | eave detention facilities for a visit to their hone
and famly and to receive special permssion to | eave the detention facility
for educational, vocational or other inportant reasons. Should the juvenile
be serving a sentence, the tine spent outside a detention facility should be
counted as part of the period of sentence.

60. Every juvenile should have the right to receive regular and frequent
visits, in principle once a week and not |ess than once a nonth, in

ci rcunst ances that respect the need of the juvenile for privacy, contact and
unrestricted communi cation with the famly and the defence counsel.

61. Every juvenile should have the right to communicate in witing or by
tel ephone at |l east twice a week wth the person of his or her choice, unless
legally restricted, and should be assisted as necessary in order effectively
to enjoy this right. Every juvenile should have the right to receive
correspondence.

62. Juveniles should have the opportunity to keep thensel ves i nforned

regul arly of the news by readi ng newspapers, periodicals and ot her
publ i cations, through access to radio and tel evision programmes and noti on

pi ctures, and through the visits of the representatives of any |lawful club or
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organi zation in which the juvenile is interested.
K. Limtations of physical restraint and the use of force

63. Recourse to instrunments of restraint and to force for any purpose should
be prohibited, except as set forth in rule 64 bel ow

64. Instrunents of restraint and force can only be used in exceptional cases,
where all other control nethods have been exhausted and failed, and only as
explicitly authorized and specified by |aw and regul ation. They shoul d not
cause hum liation or degradation, and should be used restrictively and only
for the shortest possible period of tine. By order of the director of the
adm ni stration, such instrunents mght be resorted to in order to prevent the
juvenile frominflicting self-injury, injuries to others or serious
destruction of property. |In such instances, the director should at once
consult nedical and other relevant personnel and report to the higher

adm ni strative authority.

65. The carrying and use of weapons by personnel should be prohibited in any
facility where juveniles are detained.

L. Disciplinary procedures

66. Any disciplinary neasures and procedures should maintain the interest of
safety and an ordered conmmunity life and should be consistent with the
uphol di ng of the inherent dignity of the juvenile and the fundanental
objective of institutional care, nanely, instilling a sense of justice,

sel f-respect and respect for the basic rights of every person.

67. Al disciplinary neasures constituting cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatnment shall be strictly prohibited, including corporal punishnent,
pl acenent in a dark cell, closed or solitary confinenment or any other

puni shnment that nay conprom se the physical or nental health of the juvenile
concerned. The reduction of diet and the restriction or denial of contact
wth famly nmenbers should be prohibited for any purpose. Labour should

al ways be viewed as an educational tool and a neans of pronoting the
self-respect of the juvenile in preparing himor her for return to the
community and should not be inposed as a disciplinary sanction. No juvenile
shoul d be sanctioned nore than once for the sane disciplinary infraction.

Col | ective sanctions shoul d be prohibited.

68. Legislation or regul ations adopted by the conpetent adm nistrative
authority should establish nornms concerning the follow ng, taking full account
of the fundanental characteristics, needs and rights of juveniles:

(a) Conduct constituting a disciplinary offence;

(b) Type and duration of disciplinary sanctions that may be inflicted,
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(c) The authority conpetent to inpose such sanctions;
(d) The authority conpetent to consi der appeals.

69. A report of m sconduct should be presented pronptly to the conpetent
authority, which should decide on it w thout undue delay. The conpetent
authority should conduct a thorough exam nation of the case.

70. No juvenile should be disciplinarily sanctioned except in strict
accordance with the ternms of the |aw and regulations in force. No juvenile
shoul d be sanctioned unl ess he or she has been inforned of the all eged
infraction in a manner appropriate to the full understanding of the juvenile,
and given a proper opportunity of presenting his or her defence, including the
ri ght of appeal to a conpetent inpartial authority. Conplete records should
be kept of all disciplinary proceedi ngs.

71. No juveniles should be responsible for disciplinary functions except in
t he supervision of specified social, educational or sports activities or in
sel f - gover nnment progranmes.

M Inspection and conpl aints

72. Qualified inspectors or an equivalent duly constituted authority not

bel onging to the adm nistration of the facility should be enpowered to conduct
i nspections on a regular basis and to undertake unannounced inspections on
their owmn initiative, and should enjoy full guarantees of independence in the
exercise of this function. Inspectors should have unrestricted access to al
persons enpl oyed by or working in any facility where juveniles are or may be
deprived of their liberty, to all juveniles and to all records of such
facilities.

73. Qualified nedical officers attached to the inspecting authority or the
public health service should participate in the inspections, evaluating
conpliance with the rules concerning the physical environnment, hygiene,
accommodati on, food, exercise and nedical services, as well as any other
aspect or conditions of institutional life that affect the physical and nental
health of juveniles. Every juvenile should have the right to talk in
confidence to any inspecting officer.

74. After conpleting the inspection, the inspector should be required to
submt a report on the findings. The report should include an eval uati on of

t he conpliance of the detention facilities with the present rules and rel evant
provi sions of national |aw, and recomrendati ons regardi ng any steps consi dered
necessary to ensure conpliance with them Any facts discovered by an

i nspector that appear to indicate that a violation of |egal provisions
concerning the rights of juveniles or the operation of a juvenile detention
facility has occurred should be communicated to the conpetent authorities for

http://www.un.org/documents/galres/45/a45r113.htm (15 of 18)8/16/2005 3:41:04 PM



A/RES/45/113. United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty

i nvestigation and prosecution.

75. Every juvenile should have the opportunity of naking requests or
conplaints to the director of the detention facility and to his or her
aut hori zed representative.

76. Every juvenile should have the right to make a request or conpl aint,

wi t hout censorship as to substance, to the central admnistration, the
judicial authority or other proper authorities through approved channels, and
to be inforned of the response w thout delay.

77. FEfforts should be nmade to establish an independent office (onbudsman) to
recei ve and investigate conplaints nade by juveniles deprived of their liberty
and to assist in the achi evenent of equitable settlenents.

78. Every juvenile should have the right to request assistance fromfamly
nmenbers, |egal counsellors, humanitarian groups or others where possible, in
order to make a conplaint. |Illiterate juveniles should be provided with
assi stance shoul d they need to use the services of public or private agencies
and organi zati ons which provide | egal counsel or which are conpetent to
recei ve conpl ai nts.

N. Return to the community

79. Al juveniles should benefit from arrangenents designed to assist themin
returning to society, famly life, education or enploynent after rel ease.
Procedures, including early rel ease, and special courses should be devised to
this end.

80. Conpetent authorities should provide or ensure services to assi st
juveniles in re-establishing thenselves in society and to | essen prejudice
agai nst such juveniles. These services should ensure, to the extent possible,
that the juvenile is provided with suitable residence, enploynent, clothing,
and sufficient nmeans to maintain hinself or herself upon release in order to
facilitate successful reintegration. The representatives of agencies
provi di ng such services should be consulted and shoul d have access to
juveniles while detained, with a viewto assisting themin their return to the
comunity.

V. PERSONNEL

81. Personnel should be qualified and include a sufficient nunber of
speci al i sts such as educators, vocational instructors, counsellors, social

wor kers, psychiatrists and psychol ogi sts. These and other specialist staff
shoul d normally be enpl oyed on a permanent basis. This should not preclude
part-time or volunteer workers when the | evel of support and training they can
provide is appropriate and beneficial. Detention facilities should nmake use
of all renedial, educational, noral, spiritual, and other resources and forns
of assistance that are appropriate and available in the community, according
to the individual needs and probl ens of detained juveniles.
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82. The adm nistration should provide for the careful selection and

recrui tnment of every grade and type of personnel, since the proper managenent
of detention facilities depends on their integrity, humanity, ability and
prof essional capacity to deal with juveniles, as well as personal suitability
for the work.

83. To secure the foregoing ends, personnel should be appointed as

prof essional officers with adequate renuneration to attract and retain

sui tabl e wonen and nen. The personnel of juvenile detention facilities should
be continually encouraged to fulfil their duties and obligations in a hunane,
commtted, professional, fair and efficient manner, to conduct thensel ves at
all tinmes in such a way as to deserve and gain the respect of the juveniles,
and to provide juveniles with a positive role nodel and perspective.

84. The administration should introduce forns of organization and nanagenent
that facilitate communi cati ons between different categories of staff in each
detention facility so as to enhance co-operation between the various services
engaged in the care of juveniles, as well as between staff and the

adm nistration, with a viewto ensuring that staff directly in contact wth
juveniles are able to function in conditions favourable to the efficient
fulfilment of their duties.

85. The personnel should receive such training as will enable themto carry
out their responsibilities effectively, in particular training in child
psychol ogy, child welfare and international standards and norns of hunman
rights and the rights of the child, including the present rules. The

per sonnel should maintain and inprove their know edge and prof essi onal
capacity by attending courses of in-service training, to be organi zed at
suitable intervals throughout their career.

86. The director of a facility should be adequately qualified for his or her
task, with admnistrative ability and suitable training and experience, and
shoul d carry out his or her duties on a full-tine basis.

87. In the performance of their duties, personnel of detention facilities
shoul d respect and protect the human dignity and fundanental human rights of
all juveniles, in particular, as foll ows:

(a) No nmenber of the detention facility or institutional personnel may
inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture or any form of harsh, cruel,
i nhuman or degrading treatnent, punishnent, correction or discipline under any
pretext or circunstance what soever;

(b) Al personnel should rigorously oppose and conbat any act of
corruption, reporting it wthout delay to the conpetent authorities;

(c) Al personnel should respect the present Rules. Personnel who have
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reason to believe that a serious violation of the present Rules has occurred
or is about to occur should report the matter to their superior authorities or
organs vested with review ng or renedi al power;

(d) Al personnel should ensure the full protection of the physical and
mental health of juveniles, including protection from physical, sexual and
enoti onal abuse and exploitation, and should take i nmediate action to secure
nmedi cal attention whenever required;

(e) Al personnel should respect the right of the juvenile to privacy,
and in particular should safeguard all confidential matters concerning
juveniles or their famlies |earned as a result of their professiona
capacity;

(f) Al personnel should seek to mnimze any differences between life

i nside and outside the detention facility which tend to | essen due respect for
the dignity of juveniles as human bei ngs.
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